Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.171; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.9.
Related literature
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 2007) . In view of the versatility of these compounds, we have synthesized the title compound and report herein its crystal structure.
In the title compound (Fig. 1) , the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The planar ester group (O1/O2/C13/C14/C15) is oriented with respect to the plane of the benzene ring (C7-C12) at an angle 41.33 (2)°.
There is a short intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 1) and a π-ring interaction of the type C-Cl···Cg with Cl1···Cg1 (centroid of C1-C6 ring) perpendicular distance 3.5706 (13) Å.
Experimental
A mixture of 2-(2,6-dichlorophenylamino)benzoic acid (2.81 g, 10 mmol) and absolute methanol (50 ml) in the presence of a few drops of sulfuric acid was refluxed for 5 h. The excess of the solvent was removed by distillation. The solid residue was filltered off, washed with water and recystallized from ethanol (30%) to give the title compound. Suitable single crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution at room temperature. (Yield, 88%; m.p.
331-332 K)
Refinement H atoms were positioned geometrically, with O-H = 0.82 Å and C-H = 0.93, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aryl, methylene and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl C) and 1.2U eq (aryl and methylene C and O) Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with the atom-numbering scheme; thermal ellipsoids have been plotted at 50% probability level. 
